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Our latest finds evoke real-life adventurers  
and silverscreen idols Written + produced by Janet Gyenes
 

A playful pair

Raise a glass 
of this Shiraz  
sparkler

tastemaker

Trailblazers aren’t afraid to 
shake things up. And although 
the iconic Steller’s Jay Brut 
bubbly has racked up the 
accolades, winemaker Jason 

James was 
willing to 
branch out 
with a 
lim-

ited edition Sparkling 
Shiraz. Just 1,000 
cases were produced 
of this violet-hued 
bubbly, redolent of 
orchard fruits and 
white pepper. 
“The base Shiraz 
was treated 
like a red wine 
and harvested 
at 24 brix and 
fermented on 
skins,” says 
James. The 
bold result is 
“more tannins 
than a typical 
sparkling.”  
$25.99; Select BC 
Liquor Stores

mODerN eXPLOrer 

For even the most adventurous traveller, the Arctic is 
often the last, untamed frontier. It’s 
alluring and daunting in its extreme 
beauty and isolation—a place that 
leaves an indelible mark on the soul. 
And this fragile and hostile ecosystem 

is in danger, as Sebastian Copeland illustrates in 
his decisive book, Arctica: The Vanishing North 
(published by teNeues, 2015). The award-winning 

photographer, author 
and environmentalist 
brings together more 
than 200 colour photos 
of the region’s lonely 
landscapes, flora and 

fauna that are on the brink of demise. The oversized 
volume features texts from experts such as Inuk 
Sheila Watt-Cloutier (an Inuit advocate from northern 
Canada) and a foreword from Sir Richard Branson.  
$125, amazon.ca

cuLt herOes 

Sometimes heroes need 
a little help. Han Solo 
had a Wookiee, and  Luke 
Skywalker embraced artificial 

intelligence. These ceramic salt and pepper 
shaker droids (R2-D2 and the lesser-known 
R2-Q5) from the Star Wars saga serve as a 
cheeky reminder to look far into the future.   
$39, amazon.ca

sip

screeN LegeND 

You’ll never attain double-0 status, but you can look the part wearing 
James Bond’s go-to: the OMEGA Seamaster Bond 300. Unlike Bond’s 
ever-changing bevy of beauties, the Seamaster has been a constant 

companion. Only 7,007 timepieces have been made  
and released in concert with the latest spy caper, 
Spectre. The watch sports spy-worthy features, such 
as OMEGA Master Co-Axial calibre 8400 movement, 
a robust NATO strap (engraved with the 007 gun 

logo) and a polished ceramic bi-directional and rotating diving bezel. 
Such elements will certainly withstand hand-to-hand battles with a rogues’ 
gallery attempting to thwart him on land and sea. It’s as rugged and dashing as Bond. 
$8,100; Vancouver OMEGA Boutique, omegawatches.com

“Those who wander the 
high latitudes are invariably 
changed by the power of this 
harsh environment.”  
—Sebastian Copeland
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