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PASTIS  The perfect summer  
sipper (see page 22 for others). 
Can’t make it to France? This helps 
you pretend that you’re there…

GELATO  Summer must-have. And  
especially from the VOTED-BEST-IN- 
THE-WORLD Bella Gelateria in Vancouver. 
Chocolate, please. bellagelateria.com

BEACH BOOK  Summer demands a 
good read. This season we’re finally 
digging in to the acclaimed juicy and 
cerebral Beautiful Ruins by Jesse Walter.
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2  Moving east 
across the Rockies 
into Alberta is 
another new, fully 

accessible and jaw-dropping 
viewing platform—this one 280 
metres over the glacier-formed 
Sunwapta Valley in Jasper 
National Park. The experience 
starts on a cliff-edge walkway 
with interpretive exhibits on the 
surrounding alpine ecosystem 
and culminates in the adrenaline 
rush of walking on air…the only 
thing separating you from the 
wild beyond is the glass-floored 
observation platform. It’s a 
natural and engineering marvel 
combined. brewster.ca  —B. Sligl

get-
away

If you were turning 100, on Canada 
Day no less, a little nip and tuck just 
might be in order. That’s what’s in 
the works for the Beaux Arts-style 

terracotta façade of the heritage building that 
anchors Toronto’s luxe One King West Hotel & 
Residence. The exterior restoration project promises 
to help the edifice age gracefully and preserve its 
good looks. (Inside, its suites will get a posh update 
as well.)

It doesn’t hurt to have great bones and pedigree. 
After all, the 12-storey landmark building—
Toronto’s tallest when first built—has garnered 
plenty of superlatives for its architectural elements 
and stunning scale. It was once HQ of The Dominion 
Bank and inside, Canada’s biggest and heaviest bank 
vault tipped the scales at 40 tonnes. Now the space is 
used for fashion photo shoots and Hollywood movies. 

In the Grand Banking Hall, 45-foot gilded 
coffered ceilings, cathedral windows and Corinthian 

columns grace the space. Such architecture can be 
appreciated while admiring the 100-foot former 
tellers’ counter, which has earned the distinction of 
being one of Canada’s longest bars. Who wouldn’t 
want to network here during a business event? 
Henri’s Bar, in the main lobby, is where the action 
flows, with a list of signature cocktails to sample (we 
recommend The Bank Note, above). 

Not to be outdone by the heritage building 
(its suites will also be refreshed), the 51-storey 
condo tower suites will get an elegant update 
that’s scheduled for completion by November. The 
super-slim skyscraper, which earned its moniker “The 
Sliver,” for its narrow height-to-width ratio when it 
was built in 2005, is ideal for longer stays with ample 
amenities (think in-suite kitchens and washers and 
dryers), designer decor and sweeping city and lake 
views. There’s even an app that lets you schedule 
housekeeping, wake-up calls, room service and more. 
onekingwest.com —J. Gyenes
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the bank note
2 oz. Wiser’s ® Legacy
1/2 oz. Dubonnet Rouge
1/4 oz. McGuinness Crème  
de Cacao White
2 dashes Fee Brothers 
walnut bitters

Shake ingredients together 
with ice; strain into a chilled 
cocktail glass and garnish 
with a brandied cherry.  the  

Bank note  
See “The Thirsty 

Dentist” on page 22 

for more evocative 

cocktails with local 

flavour.
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