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J a n u a r y / f e b r u a r y snow day

*

When winter arrives, most 
skiers and snowboard-
ers look West to places 
like Banff and Whistler 

to fulfill their dreams of snow-fueled 
adrenaline. But more and more people 
are now looking East. Canada’s mari-
time provinces offer a wide variety of 
cold-weather adventures for a wide 
variety of skill levels and inclina-
tions—everyone from beginners to 
the biggest black-diamond, glades-
loving daredevil. Here are four Atlantic 
Canada destinations that will surely 
check all the boxes for this winter’s 
snowy vacation.

marble mountain Steady 
Brook, Newfoundland  Generally 
regarded as the region’s premier 
ski destination, Marble Mountain 
(right)—which sits about 20 minutes 
outside of Corner Brook, the largest 
city in western Newfoundland—
boasts a vertical drop of more than 
1,700 feet and an average of five me-
tres of annual snow (almost 1.5 metres 
more than Mont Tremblant). Another 
nice feature: Marble Villa, which of-
fers everything from studio units to 
two-bedroom condos (complete with a 
fireplace) at the base of the mountain, 
just beyond the end of the lifts.  

Crabbe mountain Central 
Hainesville, New Brunswick  Although 
skiers love Crabbe’s 27 alpine trails, 
which run down the face of New 
Brunswick’s highest peak, this is a 
resort that offers variety. For those 
who like to live on the edge, Crabbe 
has double-black-diamond runs, and 
their glades include tree rails and rock 
jumps. For snowboarders, they offer 
three terrain parks, with hip transfers 
and other excellent features. And 

those who like to take it easy will be 
happy to discover Crabbe’s network 
of 30 kilometres of trails, perfect for 
snowshoeing and Nordic skiing.

brookvale Winter 
aCtivity Park Brookvale,  
Prince Edward Island  Part of a pro-
vincial park that offers excellent 
bike trails in the summer, Brookvale 
becomes a winter wonderland once 
the snow starts to fall. Visitors will 
find everything from a tobogganing 
hill to a biathlon range and multi-use 
trails, plus the province’s only alpine 
ski hill. Bring your own skis (or snow-
shoes), or rent them on site, and enjoy 
more than 30 kilometres of beautiful, 
groomed trails.  

Ski martoCk West Hants,  
Nova Scotia This hill, about 45 minutes 
outside of Halifax, helped pioneer 
snowboarding in Canada, introduc-
ing it in the 1980s (when most resorts 
were still shooing boarders off their 
slopes) and since producing two 
Olympic snowboarders. One of the 
biggest attractions here is Atlantic 
Canada’s first halfpipe, but it’s also the 
perfect place for beginners—all the 
runs are either blue or green, the snow 
perfect and grooming pristine.     
—Tim Johnson 

For more winter immersion,  
see page 14 for a snowy adventure  
in Algonquin Park.
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5   italian  
allure   
Sleek, sexy, durable: 

Alessi’s new Kompas 
collection glasses 

effortlessly ticks the 
boxes. But with innovation 

and experimentation as 
hallmarks of  the trend-setting Italian brand, 
that’s hardly enough. Compass-inspired 

frames feature hidden magnets that enable 
the wearer to unfold them with one hand. 

Available in 15 optical and eight sunglass styles.   
$224/pair, Inform Interiors, informinteriors.com

3   Winter blueS   
Whether travelling to cool climes or 

braving the bracing temperature at 
home, bold blue accents will brighten 

the most sombre winter day. The men’s 
Moncler Maya puffer coat is stuffed 

with 100% down, making it ideal for 
blazing snowshoe trails or strolling 

city streets. The women’s Cosmos 
blue lamb leather Filippa K 

gloves will block the whistling 
wind from sneaking inside loose 

sleeves. Zippers ensure a snug fit. 
Gloves, $109; jacket, $995. Gravity Pope; 

gravitypope.com

4  arounD tHe WorlD in  
125 yearS In celebration of its 125-year 
history of exploring the globe from pole to pole and 
sea to sea, National Geographic has partnered with 
TASCHEN to compile a limited-edition three-volume 
series that chronicles the world’s people, politics 
and evolution in words, illustrations and images.  
$450/set. Indigo; www.chapters.indigo.ca

1   unWireD You can pump up the 
volume—and pack it with you. The Mini 
Jambox™ speaker by Jawbone lets you share 
your media—music, movies, games and 
more—wirelessly. Create playlists on the fly 
from your iPhone, make conference calls from 
your cabin in the woods and harness a number 
of apps, features and services. Available in 
nine colours and designs. $179.99. Best Buy; 
bestbuy.com

winter wandering

2   CanaDian PriDe Can’t make it 
to Sochi? You can still show your support for 
Canada’s Olympians by displaying this quirky 
souvenir—a Canada-meets-Russian mash-up 
of matryoshka dolls. Nesting dolls, $25 (set of 5). 
Hudson’s Bay; thebay.com

With a 125-year retrospective from National 
Geographic, the Sochi Olympics, and stylish 
gear, there’s plenty of winter travel inspiration 

Written + produced by Janet Gyenes

sochi 2014

cool factor

editor’s 
must-have: 

winter blue  
that’s toasty 

warm




