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Windows down, stereo turned up: 

we’re ready to roll, with four 

beautiful driving routes to try this 

summer – and four amazing 

destinations worth a trip down a 

sunny stretch of highway. •

The Summer  
of Road Trips

THE OCEANSIDE ROUTE: Relish slowing down and taking the coastal  
roads next time you drive from Nanaimo to Campbell River, on Vancouver 
Island. Check out the view at Neck Point Park, Nanaimo; skim stones  
at Rathtrevor Beach, near Parksville; and look out for frolicking sea lions  
at Fanny Bay, as waves break on nearby Denman Island.
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Brews and Views 
Powell River
Scenic Hwy. 101 wriggles up the Sunshine 
Coast to Powell River. (From Vancouver,  
hop a ferry at Horseshoe Bay and another  
at Earls Cove.) On arrival, stretch your legs  
at Valentine Mountain, a local secret, where  
a half-kilometre hike to the lookout reveals 
panoramas of Texada and Savary islands. 
Bring a picnic and soak up the solitude. At 
Townsite Brewing, located in a former 1930s 
post office building, sample a few craft beers, 
like the curiously named Zunga, a golden 
blonde ale. Then continue north, to Lund,  
the village at Mile 0 of the 101. Stop at the 
Laughing Oyster Restaurant in Okeover Arm 

for sautéed oysters and watch for sea lions 
swimming in the inlet. In Lund, browse  

the galleries, devour a blackberry 
cinnamon roll at Nancy’s Bakery or 
day-trip by water taxi to Savary Island, 
nicknamed Hawaii of the North for its 
sandy beaches and balmy climate. 

–Janet Gyenes

Northern Exposure  
The Alaska Highway 

Shining Shores  
Creston to Kaslo via  
Kootenay Lake

Few road trips offer the history, wildlife and dramatic landscapes that make 
driving the Alaska Highway a classic. The 2,237-kilometre route starts near 
Dawson Creek, BC, and slips into the Yukon, before ending in Delta Junction, 
Alaska. Before you load up the car or RV, learn this highway’s history at Mile 0: 
Dawson Creek. At Alaska Highway House, you’ll discover how this military 
supply route was built in under nine months in 1942 (its 75th anniversary is next 
year). Snap a photo at the Mile 0 signpost before continuing north. To stand at 
the route’s highest point, hike through lodgepole pines  to the 1,295-metre-high 
apex at Summit Lake in Stone Mountain Provincial Park, west of Fort Nelson. 
Then continue to Liard River Hot Springs and soak in the mineral pools.

– Janet Gyenes

Starting in Creston, drive north on Hwy. 3A, 
along a curving, two-lane route that hugs  
the shoreline of Kootenay Lake. After about  
80 kilometres, you’ll arrive at the Kootenay 
Bay ferry terminal, where you’ll cross the 
pristine lake on the longest free vehicle  
ferry trip in North America. Back on terra 
firma at Balfour, stop at Holly’s Diner for  
a juicy burger on homemade focaccia, or 
choose from one of 16 tempting ice cream 
flavours. Then head north on tree-lined  
Hwy. 31 for about 15 km, to Ainsworth Hot 
Springs, and bathe in the mineral nupika 
wu’u, or “spirit waters,” overlooking the lake 
and mountains. With your stress soaked away, 
continue on to Kaslo, and its flower-filled 
streets and wooden houses. After a visit to the  
SS Moyie, the world’s oldest intact passenger 
sternwheeler, stroll to Teresa’s Coffee Shop on 
Front Street for piled-high sandwiches named 
after local mines. –Nikki Bayley

Delicious Diversion  
Liquidity Bistro, 
Okanagan Falls

Hwy. 97 snakes south from Kelowna to Osoyoos, 
through the golden hills and shimmering lakes 
of the Okanagan Valley. On the stretch from 
Penticton to Osoyoos, there’s one good reason 
to put on the brakes: Liquidity Winery and 
Bistro in Okanagan Falls. The bistro, opened  
in 2014, serves seasonal farm fare, simply yet 
elegantly prepared. 

“We have farmers coming in the back door 
five to six days a week,” says chef Rob Walker. 
He also works around the wines, sitting down 
with winemaker Alison Moyes to come up with 
creative pairings. (If you’re not the designated 
driver, try the 2013 Chardonnay, which won a 
silver medal this March at the Chardonnay du 
Monde wine competition in France.) 

Just outside the bistro’s wraparound 
windows, Walker grows his own herb and 
vegetable garden. Diners can watch as he nips 
out to trim a sprig of rosemary or dill to season 
their supper. The wide patios overlook a 
blue-green vista of vineyards, lakes and gently 
rising slopes.“I’d say it’s the best view in the 
valley, as far as wineries go,” says Walker. 
Well worth a detour. –Kirsten Rodenhizer

 

BCAA Members save 10% on meals  
at Liquidity Bistro in Okanagan Falls.  

bcaa.com/liquidity

MEMBERS SAVE
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The architecture of Liquidity  
Bistro maximizes gorgeous  

views from every angle. 

Spend your 35-minute journey on the Kootenay Lake ferry 
staring drop-jawed at pristine water and sweeping, 
mossy green mountains.

Few make the trip to this seaside 
village, sandwiched between West 
Coast rainforest and ocean, when 
they’re on the Island – and that’s 
a mistake. Two hours west of 
Victoria, you land in what’s 
essentially Tofino 20 years ago.  
Make your way here along the 
quintessentially Pacific Northwest 
route (Hwy. 14) from Victoria, through 
old-growth forest, with the roar of the 
sea at the end. –Nikki Bayley

Charmer in the Rough  
Port Renfrew

 

If you’re driving, leave the tasting to  
your passengers – whether it’s craft beer  

or amazing Okanagan wines.

NONE FOR THE ROAD

Nancy’s Bakery, 
Lund, BC   

Liard River Hot Springs,  
off the Alaska Highway.
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Road Trip to Bike Ride
Galena Trail, New Denver
Strap your bikes on the roof rack  
and head for the massive, uncrowded 
wilderness of Slocan Valley – 
nicknamed Silvery Slocan for its rich 
history as a mining mecca in the 1890s. 
Hwy. 6 leads to the village of Rosebery, 
and a small parking lot on Rosebery 
Loop Road, which marks the start of  
the non-motorized-use Galena Trail. 
The 13-kilometre trail ends in Three 
Forks, following the old Nakusp and 
Slocan Railway along scenic lakeshore 
and through dense forest. The ride is 
suitable for all levels, thanks to its 
mostly subtle grade and roomy width, 
but use caution when crossing Hwy. 6, 
and on the more difficult sections 
between New Denver and Carpenter 
Creek. At the latter, you’ll make a 
thrilling one-person cable car crossing. 
The reward at the top of the steep 
climb on the other side is the sprawling 
ruin of Alamo Siding, an old mining 
structure. ■ –Catherine Roscoe Barr

• Howe Sound: The sheer relentlessness 
of pristine Pacific Northwest beauty will  
awe you here: smooth blue sea dotted with 
green islands and ringed by mountains. The 
best views can be had from the Sea to Sky 
Gondola at Squamish. 
• Shannon Falls: See BC’s third-highest 
waterfall, surrounded by emerald forest,  
and snap a spray-tastic selfie.
• Alta Lake: Have a waterproof camera? 
Dive off a dock for beach-and-mountain 
shots aplenty at this Whistler-adjacent lake. 
• One Mile Lake: Pull off the highway  
just before Pemberton and walk the board-
walk, snapping arty shots of the mountains, 
perfectly reflected in the lake.
• Joffre Lakes Provincial Park:  
If you’re lucky, you’ll have an up-close  
encounter with one of the adorable  

Writer Catherine Roscoe Barr makes 
the Galena Trail cable car crossing. 

TIP!
 BCAA Members 
earn 15% in CAA 

Dollars on regularly 
priced in-store purchases 

at Rack Attack.  
bcaa.com/rack 

attack

The Must-Instagram Route
Northbound on the splendid Sea-to-Sky Highway
Leave Vancouver over the Lions Gate Bridge and head west, curving along Howe Sound, 
before climbing into the mountains, past vivid glacial lakes, colourful totem poles and dense 
forest. Your Instagram feed will never be the same: 

1,441 likes

whisky-jacks who live at this glacial lake east 
of Pemberton – and have been known to  
perch on visitors’ hands.  –Nikki Bayley
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